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TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT (TA) 
 
TA Criterion 1: The technology must have final approval from the appropriate 

government regulatory bodies. 
 
���
���
����������������
�
��������
������
���
����� ���	���#���		������
���
�������
���	���
�

��
3��
�����
����������9���
���
3������
���	�$���%�� 
�����#�

 
����

��

�����
�����#�
�
�
TA Criterion 2: The scientific evidence must permit conclusions concerning the 

effectiveness of the technology regarding health outcomes. 
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TA Criterion 3: The technology must improve net health outcomes. 
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TA Criterion 4: The technology must be as beneficial as any established 

alternatives. 
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TA Criterion 5: The improvement must be attainable outside of the investigational 

setting. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF OTHERS 
 
Blue Cross Blue Shield Association (BCBSA) 
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Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 
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California Urological Association (CUA) 
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American Urological Association (AUA) 
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APPENDIX: Search strategy 
 
�&����'�    �
Search Most Recent Queries Time Result 

#16 Search #10 OR #15 19:09:26 295 

#15 Search #11 AND #13 AND (in process[sb] OR publisher[sb] OR 
pubmednotmedline[sb]) AND eng[la] 

19:09:03 21 

#13 Search microwave* OR thermotherap* OR tumt OR microwave 
thermal* OR minimally invasiv*  

19:08:08 43849 

#11 Search prostatic hyperplas*[ti] OR prostatic hypertroph*[t i] OR 
bph[ti]  

19:06:06 5246 

#10 Search #8 NOT #9 19:03:24 274 

#9 Search #8 Limits: Animals 19:03:06 24 

#8 Search #5 OR #6 AND ENG [LA] 19:01:34 298 

#7 Search #5 OR #6 19:01:23 302 

#6 Search #3 AND TREATMENT OUTCOME[MH] AND FOLLOW -
UP STUDIES[MH]  

19:01:14 51 

#5 Search #3 AND #4 19:00:32 285 

#4 Search Limits: Clinical Trial, Meta-Analysis, Randomized Controlled 
Trial, Comparative Study, Consensus Development Conference, 
Consensus Development Conference, NIH, Controlled Clinical Trial, 
Evaluation Studies, Multicenter Study, Research Support, N I H, 
Extramural, Research Support, N I H, Intramural, Research 
Support, Non U S Gov't, Research Support, U S Gov't, Non P H S, 
Research Support, U S Gov't, P H S, Technical Report, English 

19:00:12 5820465 

#3 Search #1 AND #2 18:40:04 709 

#2 Search hyperthermia, induced[mh] OR microwaves[mh] OR 
diathermy[mh] OR thermotherapy[tiab] OR tumt[tiab] OR 
microwave thermal* OR (minimally invasive* AND (microwave OR 
microwaves OR thermotherap* OR thermal)) 

18:39:51 28414 

#1 Search prostatic hyperplasia/therapy OR prostatic hyperplasia[majr]  18:37:26 12430 
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No.  Query  Results  

#16� � !�"#�� $�"#�� %� � 245� �

#15� � &�"#��  ��'(�)����
�*+��,���"#�����������+��,��-� � 110� �

#14� � &�"#��  ��'(�.����������
���
��./�0���'(�).������ ��� � 139� �
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#1 (prostatic hyperplasia or prostatic hypertrophy or bph) and (microwave or microwaves or thermotherap* 
or tumt or (microwave and thermal)) 104 edit delete 
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